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Concept – CLINICAL JUDGMENT

Concept Definition 
Clinical Judgment is an interpretation or conclusion about a patient’s need, concerns, or health problems, and/or the decision to take action (or not), use of modify standard approaches, or improvise new ones as deemed appropriate by the patient’s response. (Tanner, 2006)
 
Exemplars
Urgent/Emergent Situations (Recognize Sepsis)
Medication Management
Prioritization of Care
Delegation
When to Contact Physician or Other Health Care Provider

Objectives  
1. Evaluate the implications of the four (4) additional factors that Tanner’s Model of Clinical Judgment identifies as shaping elements in the nurses’ “noticing” and initial grasp of a clinical situation: nurses’ vision of excellent practice, their values related to the specific patient situation, the unit’s culture and typical patterns of care, and the complexity of the work environment. 
2. Examine how analytic processes, intuition, and narrative thinking support nurses’ interpreting the meaning of data and responding through nursing intervention(s). 
3. Compare and contrast the process of reflection-in-practice when the patient achieves versus does not achieve the expected outcomes.
4. Justify how reflection-on-action is critical to nurses’ clinical learning and development of clinical judgment abilities. 
5. Explain the application of Clinical Judgment to the exemplars.

Prior to Class Assignments
Review the following content from previous courses
· Clinical Judgment Concept Analysis Diagram
· Delegation material covered in Level ll under the Leadership and Management Concept
· Chapter 36 on Clinical Judgment in Giddens’ Concepts for Nursing Practice 
	(Nielsen, A. & Lasater, K. (2013). Clinical Judgment. In J. F. Giddens, Concepts for 			Nursing Practice (pp. 365-374). St. Louis: Mosby Elsevier).
· Clinical Judgment Model:  Tanner, C.A. (2006). Thinking like a nurse: A research-based model of clinical judgment nursing, Journal of Nursing Education, 45(6), 204-211.
· The assessment rubric: Lasater, K. (2007). Clinical judgment development: Using simulation to create an assessment rubric. Journal of Nursing Education, 46(11), 497-503.  
	Retrieved from http://www.oclbcp.org/Documents/Simulation%20articles/lassiter.pdf

See Blackboard for reading ssignment

Content Outline:
Concept:  Clinical Judgment

1. Additional factors cited in Tanner’s model that impact nursing clinical judgment:
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Vision of Excellent Practice
b. Values Related to the Specific Patient
c. Nursing Unit’s Culture and Typical Patterns of Care
d. Complexity of the Work Environment
2. Reasoning patterns (analytical processes, intuition, and narrative thinking) support nurses’ interpreting and responding.
3. Difference in the process of “Reflection-in Action” when patient achieves or does not achieve expected outcomes 
4. Reflection-on-action is critical to nurses’ learning from experience and improving clinical judgment.
5. Application of clinical judgment to exemplars:
a. Urgent/emergent situations (recognizing sepsis)
b. Medication Management
c. Prioritization of Care
d. Delegation
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