TRINITY VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

NURSING PROGRAMS

CLINICAL SAFETY POLICY

Each student is expected to maintain the safety of the patients at all times.  Violation of the policy may result in an unsatisfactory rating on the weekly evaluation tool, a verbal warning, a contact record, a contract, or dismissal from the program, depending on the severity of the violation.

Safe clinical behavior is demonstrated when the student:

	Safety 

A. Maintains personal safety in the clinical setting.

B. Maintains the physical safety of the patient.

C. Maintains the psychosocial safety of the patient.

D. Maintains the microbiological safety of the patient.

E. Maintains the chemical safety of the patient.

F. Maintains the thermal safety of the patient.
	Examples

Uses PPE when exposed to potential blood/body fluids.  Follows facility safe patient handling guidelines.
Properly positions patient; Carries out medical/nursing orders safely; Appropriately utilizes side rails/ restraints.

Uses therapeutic communication techniques; Respects the patient’s beliefs and values; Demonstrates cultural sensitivity.

Maintains aseptic technique.

Appropriately follows the rights of medication safety; Accurately prepares and monitors IV infusions.

Observes safety precautions during 02 therapy and hot/cold therapy.

	
	

	Nursing Process 

A. Adequately and accurately assesses the patient.

B. Adequately and accurately analyzes the patient’s problems/needs.

C. Adequately and accurately plans the care for the patient.

D. Adequately and accurately implements patient care.

E. Adequately and accurately evaluates patient care. 
Safety
	Identifies basic human needs through assessment and analysis; Uses sound judgement when making decisions regarding patient care; Observes/reports/ charts critical patient data.

Examples



	Skills 

A. Applies previously mastered principles/learning objectives in carrying out nursing care skills and/or delegated medical functions.
	Is able to safely perform previously mastered skills.

	
	

	Decision Making 

A. Assumes appropriate independence in action or decisions.

B. Recognizes own limitations and legal responsibilities.


	Does not perform competencies not yet evaluated; Appropriately seeks assistance.

Identifies own legal responsibility in specific nursing situations; Notifies instructor/staff when task is beyond his/her capabilities.

	
	

	Professional Accountability 

A. Accepts moral and legal responsibility for his/own actions.

B. Conducts self in a professional manner to meet the safety of the patient.


	Readily admits error; Takes full responsibility for own actions/decisions.

Shares confidential information appropriately; Does not falsify information; Does not steal or function under the influence of substances affecting performance; Comes prepared to clinical; Follows school/hospital policies and procedures; Cares for all patients without regard to considerations of age, social or economic status, personal attributes, or the nature of health problems.
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