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WELCOME TO THE NURSING PROGRAM! You have earned the privilege of participating in a program leading to a challenging career in an arena of rapid change.  In the nursing program, through study and clinical practice, you will achieve objectives necessary to practice as a beginning Associate Degree Nursing Graduate.  As a graduate nurse you will assume a position giving you responsibility for the quality and quantity of people's lives.  It is imperative that during the program you strengthen the qualities desired of a Registered Nurse due to the faith placed in and expectations of the graduate nurse by both the public and employers.  These qualities include:

· A desire to help others
· Demonstration of honesty, truthfulness, respect for others, responsibility, confidentiality and dedication
· Maintenance of the highest standards of nursing care possible within the reality of a specific situation
· Assumption of personal responsibility for nursing practice and for maintaining competence by continual learning
· Maintenance of standards of personal conduct that would reflect credit upon nursing.

This handbook has been prepared to assist you in a smooth start in the nursing program.  We hope the information provided will answer your questions and give you the information needed to facilitate compliance with program policies and procedures.  Please read this handbook thoroughly and address any questions to the instructor in your current nursing course.

This handbook will be on-line and updated each May.  You must review the handbook each semester.  After reviewing the handbook and any additional information provided at the time, you will be asked to sign and submit one copy of the signature form found in at the end of this handbook.

The nursing faculty is here to assist, support, guide and encourage, as well as teach you as you strive to meet the high standards of the nursing program.  If you need additional help in meeting the challenges of the program, don't hesitate to make an appointment with the counselor, your instructor or any other faculty member.

BEST OF LUCK IN WHAT WILL BE ONE OF THE

MAJOR GROWTH EXPERIENCES OF YOUR LIFE
________________________________________________________________


