SECTION II.  EFFECTIVE USE OF STUDY GROUPS

TEN USEFUL HINTS IN HAVING A SUCCESSFUL STUDY GROUP

1. Limit groups to 4-5 group members.  NO MORE THAN SIX.

2. All group members must make a commitment to come to every study group and they must come prepared to discuss the assigned material.

3. All members must agree on the length of study time (no more than 4 hours with scheduled breaks), the place, and the time.  (i.e., We will study every Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the round table conference room at TVCC.)

4. The group must assign in advance the topics to be discussed at each session.  (i.e., Tuesday we will study what was lectured on from 0800-1100 on Friday mornings; Thursday we will study what was lectured on from 1200-1500 on Friday afternoons.)

5. The group must agree on what preparation must be done prior to the study group session.  (i.e., Everyone will bring a nursing care plan on the assigned material [see study group care plan]; everyone will bring 4 questions [they make up] concerning the assigned material).

6. Every group member must come prepared to discuss the material or the group will not be effective.  If one person ends up teaching everyone else in the study group, the group becomes a teaching session, not a learning session.

7. All group members must agree not to laugh, ridicule, or hurt another person's feelings.  Remember learning does not take place in an intimidating atmosphere.  Group members must feel free to ask questions.

8. Remember to always ask WHY?  Do not remember facts, you must understand WHY.

9. The group must agree at the beginning what are the consequences if someone comes unprepared to the study group session or does not attend.  Determine how many times the group will allow this to happen before they ask the group member to leave this study group.  You must decide and enforce your decision.  COMING TO THE STUDY GROUP EVERY TIME AND COMING PREPARED IS WHAT MAKES THE GROUP SUCCESSFUL.

10. If you have any questions or disagreements about information, make sure one group member gets clarification from a nursing instructor.
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