TRINITY VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HEALTH OCCUPATIONS DIVISION

MEDICATION ERROR POLICY
All students enrolled in a health occupations program who make a medication error (violation of one of the rights) are required to complete a facility incident report as soon as the error is discovered. The physician will be notified as needed. The faculty member will notify the Medication Error Coordinator and the student will be added to the Medication Administration Enhancement Class on-line.  The student will access the Canvas course within 48 hours after the medication error and complete the TVCC Medication Error/Procedural Error Report form. The student will follow the instructions on Canvas regarding required remediation. If an error is related to late medication administration, the instructor has the prerogative of waiving the medication error requirements.  

A procedural error is a demonstration of poor technique or judgment when giving medications, which could easily lead to a medication error.  Examples include: not checking the client's name-band, not asking the client's name, not checking B/P before giving relevant medications, not taking the E-MAR to the client's room, and the inability to demonstrate knowledge of the medication being given. At the discretion of the instructor, the faculty member will notify the Medication Error Coordinator and the student will be added to the Medication Administration Enhancement Class on-line.  The student will access the Blackboard course within 48 hours after the procedural error and complete the TVCC Medication Error/Procedural Error Report form.  The student will follow the instructions on the Canvas regarding required remediation.    

Failure to complete the Medication Error remediation requirements within two weeks will result in receipt of a counseling record.  Failure to complete requirements after receipt of a counseling record will result in a contract. Students may have points deducted from their clinical grades and the student may not be allowed to give medications until the deficiency is corrected.  
Any student whose error is categorized higher than a Category D according to the National Coordinating Council for Medication Error Reporting and Prevention (NCC MERP) or who have had two medication or procedure errors in one semester, or who have accumulated three medication or procedural errors during a program, or students with any medication or procedural error considered serious by the clinical instructor must communicate with the Provost after completing all medication error requirements.   
NOTE:  The Provost reserves the right to institute immediate discipline, including termination from the program, for any medication error that, in her judgment, is extremely serious in nature or if the student demonstrates negligence in reaction to the error.                          
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