TRINITY VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSING PROGRAM

GRADING/EVALUATION/ACADEMIC PROGRESSION POLICY

*** Nursing students cannot progress to the next nursing course without achieving a grade of "C" or better in ALL of the co-requisite courses required for that semester.  “D” and “F” are unsatisfactory achievements in nursing.  Averages of “74.5 - 74.9” will not be rounded up to give students a passing grade.

*** The student must have successfully demonstrated proficiency in basic nursing skills in the skills lab prior to beginning clinical. Students not successful/proficient in basic nursing skills prior to clinical will be unable to attend clinical rotations and will be dropped from all RNSG courses. 

*** Failure to follow verbal or written directions or follow policies may result in a deduction of up to ten points per incident. These deductions will be applied to the applicable course. These deductions will not cause a student to fail that course, but may result in a lowering of the letter grade. Repeated behavior will be handled according to the counseling record/contract/ dismissal policy, which may result in failure if the stipulations are not met. 

THEORY COURSES

A grade for the theory courses is obtained by averaging the concept exams and final and applying the number to the scale as listed below, after dropping the lowest exam score (other than the final).  The number and type of examinations will be discussed at the beginning of each semester in the syllabus.
         Theory Courses Grading Scale  


A
=
90 – 100 


B   
= 
80 – 89 


C
= 
75 – 79 


D 
= 
65 – 74 


F
= 
Below 65

Test review will be held after an exam where students will have an opportunity to review rationales for test questions. All students are expected to attend the test review and complete the test remediation form.  During test review, the students will have an opportunity to complete a question review request.  The student will receive a response to the question review request within a week. If the student has failed more than one exam, they may request to attend a small group test counseling session with an instructor if they have completed the required remediation forms. Exams may only be reviewed within two weeks after the examination.  The final may not be reviewed.

If the student misses an exam, a grade of 0 will be given. The lowest concept exam score will be dropped. There are no make-up exams.  The student must contact the instructor if illness or an emergency occurs at the time of the final. The team will determine if an “I” (Incomplete) may be given. If an incomplete grade is given, course requirements must be completed before the student can enroll in the next nursing course.

If a student does not meet the specified score on any of the course diagnostic tests, he/she will be required to complete remediation before the beginning of the next semester.  The faculty will notify the students of the requirements for remediation.  The faculty have the option of waiving the final for any student who scores above 950 on the level diagnostic test. 
*** Bonus points may be awarded at the discretion of the teaching team. These points are only added after the student has earned enough points to pass the course (average of 75.0). They will not help a student to go from failing to passing. These points will be added to the total number of points and not to the average grade. For example, if a course has 5 tests and a final, a minimum of 450 points is needed to pass the course. If a student has 470 points, this is an average of 78 or a “C”. If the student has earned 10 bonus points, these will be added to the 470 for a total of 480, which is an average of 80 or a “B”. If the student has 440 points, this is an average of 73 or a “D” and no bonus points will be added. A maximum of 20 bonus points may be earned in a semester.  Bonus points will not be added to clinical or skills courses.
Students will take a HESI examination at the end of Level I, II and III, covering course content to date. Students will be required to complete assigned remediation based on the score. The faculty have the option of waiving the final exam for that semester if the student scores a 950 or higher. 

In Level IV, the HESI exit exam conversion score will count as the final exam grade. The final cannot be dropped. The first HESI Exit Exam fee is included in lab fees.  The student must complete the assigned remediation plan based on the score.  A score of 850 or above is the required benchmark, Students will take the HESI Exit Exam up to three times before graduation to reach the benchmark.  Students will be responsible for the 2nd and 3rd HESI Exit Exam fees if needed.  Remediation must be completed before the 2nd and 3rd attempts. The highest conversion score will count as the final grade.   The student who has a passing average but has not met the HESI benchmark may graduate in May but the Affidavit of Graduation will not be submitted to the Texas Board of Nursing until a score of 850 is achieved. Students in this category will be required to take the NCSBN On-line Review Course, show proof of taking 75 NCLEX-RN style questions daily, and take a HESI Exit Exam weekly until obtaining a score of 850. Students are required to complete a review course.  Any student who doesn’t take the review course that is offered at the HSC,  must provide documentation of payment for an approved alternate course before the affidavit of graduation will be submitted to the Board of Nursing.   

SKILLS LABORATORY COURSES

Students are expected to practice and demonstrate satisfactory performance according to criteria identified for each required skill. The counseling record/contract policy will be followed to document continued unsatisfactory performance on skills or the pharmacological math conversion/calculation examination.  

For RNSG 1216, a practice test on basic skills will be given on-line one week before the first day of check-offs in the summer.  A proctored test will be given on the day after check-offs.  If a student scores below 75, they must complete required remediation.  
For RNSG 1216 and RNSG 1118, if the student successfully demonstrates all the required skills in the skills laboratory and passes the pharmacological math examination with a grade of 90% or above (see Conversion/Calculation Examination Policy in handbook), the grade will be obtained by averaging the skills examinations and applying the number to the scale as listed below. If the student has a failing average on the two exams for RNSG 1216 or 1118, or if the student wants to improve his/her grade, the student may take a comprehensive skills final and drop the lowest exam score.   If a student misses one test, a grade of 0 will be given and the student will take the comprehensive skills final. The score on this final will replace the 0.  Students who have a passing average and are satisfied with their grade do not have to take the final. 

          Skills Courses Grading scale

A
=
90 – 100 


B   
= 
80 – 89 


C
= 
75 – 79 


D 
= 
65 – 74 


F
= 
Below 65

If the student fails to successfully demonstrate all the required skills in the skills laboratory and/or pass the pharmacological math examination, he/she will receive a “D” in the skills course.   

CLINICAL COURSES
Performance on the weekly evaluations, concept-based clinical assignments, and written assignments criteria determines the final evaluation for each course.  Specifically assigned work will be discussed at the beginning of each semester. There is a specific grading rubric for each assignment.  For all assignments in Levels I, II, III and Transition, each criteria will be graded according to the assigned rubric, with a varying number of possible points. The instructor will determine which criteria are unsatisfactory and need to be corrected until satisfactory. Failure to submit any assignment on time will result in an automatic deduction of 50% of the possible points. Completion of the assignment will still be required for successful completion of the course.  The deductions received for late work will not fail a student but may decrease their grade to a “B” or “C” unless formal disciplinary action has been taken for consistent late work.  After the second late assignment, a counseling record for late work will be given.  After the third late assignment, a contract will be given.  If the stipulations of the contract are not met, the student may receive a failing grade in the clinical course. In Level IV, five points will be deducted for any late assignment. For all levels, up to 25% of the possible points for written assignments may be deducted for illegibility, typographical errors, spelling errors and grammatical mistakes.    

The progress of the student in the clinical area is documented each week on a weekly evaluation tool.  The student will receive points in each area on the weekly rubric from the instructor (Total possible points = 30).  Students will be required to complete a weekly clinical reflection before receiving their clinical evaluation from the instructor.  The first column on the left means above average, the next column means minimum safe care, the next column means needs improvement, and “0” means the criteria was not done at all. The final clinical evaluation is completed by adding the number of points and from the weekly evaluations and including a summary of strengths and weaknesses. Two weeks in Level II and III (designated by the instructor) are considered formative and will not be counted in the final evaluation. There are certain criteria that are denoted as “critical criteria”. These critical criteria are expected behaviors that are considered critical to successful completion of the clinical course. If a student shows a pattern of weakness in any of these critical criteria as noted on the weekly evaluations, counseling records and contracts will be used as needed. A student may fail clinical if they fail to meet the stipulations of a contract that addresses a single critical criterion. 
On the final evaluation for Level II and III, there is a list of the skills that must be checked off independently.  If the student has not checked off independently by spring break (or three weeks into Level III for transition students), a counseling record will be completed. If the student is still not independent in those skills three weeks after receiving the counseling record a contract will be completed. If the terms of the contract are not met, the student will fail clinical as this is part of a critical criterion on the final evaluation.   

If a student is absent, a point per hour missed will be deducted from the total number of points.  If a student is a no call/no show, an extra 10 points will be deducted from the total points earned at the end of the semester and a counseling record will be written.  

The points on the weekly clinical evaluations and the initial evaluation on each of the other assignment criteria sheets will be added up. Any points for absences will be deducted from the earned points. The total number of points earned will be divided by the total number of possible points and multiplied by 100 to determine the final numerical grade for the clinical course.  The letter grade for each clinical course will be determined by applying the final numerical grade to the appropriate scale below:

	Level I and Transition Clinical Courses Grading Scale


	Level II, III and IV Clinical Courses Grading Scale



	A
=
90 – 100

B   
= 
80 – 89

C
= 
75 – 79

D 
= 
Less than 70
	A
=
95 – 100

B   
= 
90 – 94

C
= 
80 – 89

D 
= 
Less than 80


If at mid-semester the student has a grade of “C” or “D” based on the weekly clinical evaluations and other assignment criteria, he/she must request a mid-term evaluation and schedule an appointment.   

Any unsafe practice or inappropriate behavior will be documented by the instructor and discussed with the student at the time of occurrence.  The counseling record/dismissal policy will be followed to document continued unsatisfactory behavior or performance in a certain area.  If a student receives a contract and does not meet the specified stipulations, he or she may receive a letter grade of “D”, regardless of the total number of points.  Inappropriate behavior and/or unsafe practice may be grounds for requesting that the student leave the clinical facility and receive a letter grade of “D” in the course. 

Some examples of inappropriate behavior and unsafe practice include:

1. Attending clinical while under the influence of any substance affecting a student's ability to respond in a reasonable and acceptable manner.

2. Performing unsafe nursing care causing physical injury or emotional stress to a patient.

3. Failing to maintain patient confidentiality.

4. Falsifying any information concerning the patient, staff and peer group.

5. Inability to perform skills learned in skills laboratory.

6. Performing skills that are not appropriate for level of practice.

7. Removing any items from a patient's room or hospital without permission.

8. Sexual harassment.
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