TRINITY VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSING PROGRAM

DIAGNOSTIC TESTING POLICY
The Trinity Valley Community College Associate Degree Nursing faculty believe that use of diagnostic testing as part of the program helps to make sure the student is as prepared as possible to take the NCLEX-RN after graduation.  HESI is currently being used as the diagnostic testing program for the ADN program.   
1. Students will take a customized HESI examination at the end of Level I, II and III, covering course content for that semester. In Level IV, students will take the HESI exit exam.  HESI exam fees are included in the lab fees for the Health Care Concepts courses each semester.
2. Students will be assigned a date and time for their HESI exam each semester.  All HESI exams for each class will be given at the same time.  Students should watch the announcements on Blackboard for the date, time and campus.  Students may be required to test at Terrell, Kaufman or Athens. 
3. To prepare for the HESI, students should review as they review for the final. 
4. Students must make sure they know their HESI (Evolve) username and password before coming to take the exam. Students should come 15 minutes early. Students must bring a photo ID and headphones to connect to the computer for audio items.  For the Level I, II and III exams students will be given 3 hours for exam and rationale review. At the end of the exam, the student should view the rationales for all questions missed.  This is the only opportunity that students will have to review the rationales.  
5. Proctors will attempt to replicate the testing environment of the NCLEX so there is a dress code for the exam.  Clothing should be comfortable with no flip-flops, a jacket with no pockets, one shirt (no layers), no hats, and only one pair of stud earrings.  NO CELLPHONES ARE ALLOWED.  If the student is caught with a cell phone at any time during the test (bathroom breaks included), the test will be terminated at that time.  Students will be using the college’s computers.  
6. Once TVCC has uploaded the HESI exam, student remediation will be available in HESI Student Access within 72 hours.  One component of the required remediation is completing the HESI remediation recommended for the incorrect items.  Students should log into their HESI Student Access and start by reviewing areas of weakness as identified on their View Results page.  Once an area of weakness is identified the student can filter their remediation by the content type (book text, multimedia, case studies and practice questions) that best supports their learning style.  The content column provides the active link to access remediation resources.  After viewing a remediation content item for the first time, the far right column titled “Status” will alert the student that the content has been viewed; conversely unviewed content is marked “Not Viewed”.  This allows the student to quickly determine what they have and have not viewed in remediation.  The Study Packet folder feature can be used as a tool to organize their remediation items as it allows them to store items that they feel need to be reviewed again.  
7. Other areas of required remediation may include completing a certain number of practice NCLEX questions or creating index cards for the three weakest areas on HESI to take to clinical the following semester to focus on.  
8. In Levels I, II, and III, students will be required to complete assigned remediation based on the score. This remediation must be completed and the required documentation form must be submitted on the first day of the following semester or a counseling record will be completed. 
9. In Levels I, II and III, the faculty have the option of waiving the final exam for that semester if the student scores a 950 or higher. 
10. In Level IV, the HESI exit exam conversion score will count as the final exam grade. The final cannot be dropped. The first HESI exit exam will be given in early April. The student must complete the assigned remediation plan for any score that is less than 950. If the student does not make the benchmark score of 850, they will be required to take and pay for a 2nd attempt of the HESI Exit Exam. The second HESI exam will be given in late April.  If the student does not make the benchmark score of 850 on the 2nd attempt, they will be required to take and pay for a 3rd attempt of the HESI Exit Exam. The 3rd HESI exit exam will be given in early May.  If a student has taken more than one HESI exit exam, the highest score will count as the final.   Remediation must be completed before the 2nd and 3rd attempts.    Students who do not pass the HESI Exit Exam within 3 attempts will be required to develop and complete a personalized remediation plan.
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