TRINITY VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSING PROGRAM

CONVERSION/CALCULATION EXAMINATION

Safe administration of drugs and solutions is imperative in the delivery of health care.  The demonstration of competency in dosage calculation must occur during each semester of nursing education.  

1. A pharmacological math conversion and calculation test is given to the freshman in the fall semester in RNSG 1216 – Professional Nursing Competencies and to the Transition students in the summer semester in RNSG 1118 – Professional Nursing Competencies. The students must take the math test during the assigned times. The math test may be given by computer.  If the student does not take the test for the first time during any of the Math #1 scheduled times, he/she will receive a zero for the first attempt. If the student does not take the test for the second time during any of the Math #2 scheduled times, he/she will receive a zero for the second attempt. A maximum of three attempts is allowed per course.
2. Non-programmable calculators may be used during the exam (No PDAs or cell phones).
3. Students should use the following rounding rules throughout the program: 

Rule of Thumb – don’t round until the end of the problem.  

If number is above 1 then take to hundredths and round to nearest tenth.  If number is less than 1, then take to the 3rd significant decimal and round to 2nd at the end of the problem only.  

51.657 = 51.7

356.23 = 356.2

0.00235 = 0.0024

0.254 = 0.25

If 5 or higher, round up. If less than 5, round down (except for tablets). 

Capsules – round to nearest whole number

Tablets – round to nearest half or whole number

IV problems – gtts/min and mL/hr – round to nearest whole number

4. The student must demonstrate a 90% competency on the math test to be considered "Satisfactory" (S).

5. If competency is not achieved on the first exam, a counseling record will be written.  The student must remediate weaknesses and retake the exam at the second scheduled date.  If competency is not achieved on the second exam, a contract will be written.  The student must follow the plan on the contract, which may include work sheets, computer-assisted instruction, programmed texts, and tutoring to remediate weaknesses.  The student will then have a final opportunity to take and pass the exam. Students who do not follow the remediation requirements as specified on the counseling record or contract will lose points for RNSG 1216 or 1118 as specified in the counseling record or contract.  
6. If the test is not passed on the third attempt, the student will receive an unsatisfactory in the course (RNSG 1216 or 1118).  The student has the option to drop the course or take a “D” if it is before the official drop date.  If it is after the official drop date, the student will receive a “D”.  

7. The student exam policy guidelines apply to all math tests.

8. If the generic nursing student enrolls in and takes the continuing education “Nursing Math” course offered in the summer semester before Level I courses in the fall and passes the final for that course with a grade of 90 or higher, that test and grade will count as passing the math test for Level I. If the student does not pass the final with a grade of 90 or higher, that will not count as one of the three attempts allowed for the fall semester.  

9. Math questions may continue to be given on each unit test throughout the program.  
10. Passing a math exam is a requirement for Levels II and III, following the same process as #1 – 5 above. The student will not be allowed to give meds until math proficiency is demonstrated and will lose points weekly in clinical  if not cleared to give meds. 
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