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SAFE HARBOR
As students progress through the Vocational Nursing program they will learn about Safe Harbor Peer Review.  Safe harbor is a protection for nurses who have been asked to engage in conduct which the nurse in good faith believes would violate the nurse’s duty to a patient.  The Vocational Nursing Program has adapted this for nursing students.  If a student is being asked to do something that will result in negative consequences, he/she can request safe harbor.  The key is that this is requested before the activity or event.  There may or may not be anything that the instructors can do about it but at least they have had the opportunity to do something.  If something is said after the fact, there is nothing that can be done.  Some examples are: 1) The building’s heater is not working and the student feels that it is too cold to be able to think clearly to take the scheduled test.  If safe harbor is requested, the instructors may postpone the test or move the students to another campus.  If it is not requested and the student does poorly, the grade will stand.  2) The student has started to take a test and someone near to them is coughing enough to be a distraction.  If safe harbor is requested, the proctor can move the student who is coughing to another room.  If it is not requested and the student does poorly, the grade will stand.  3) The student is working on a clinical assignment that is due the next day and his/her printer will not work.  If safe harbor is requested, the instructor may give the student permission to write the assignment by hand or tell the student to send it by e-mail.  If the student does not request safe harbor the student will be deducted points as stated on grading criteria forms.
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