TRINITY VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

VOCATIONAL NURSING PROGRAM

CRITERIA FOR UNSAFE CLINICAL PERFORMANCE

Since nursing students are legally responsible for their own acts, commission and/or omission and nursing instructors are responsible for any acts of their students in the clinical area, it is therefore, necessary to define unsafe behavior.

Unsafe clinical behavior is demonstrated when the student:

	Safety (S)

A. Violates or threatens the physical safety of the patient.

B. Violates or threatens the psychosocial safety of the patient.

C. Violates or threatens the micro-biological safety of the technique.

D. Violates or threatens the chemical safety of the patient.

E. Violates or threatens the thermal safety of the patient.
	Examples

Fails to properly position patient, carry out medical/nursing orders, appropriately utilize side rails/ restraints.

Repeatedly uses non-therapeutic techniques; attacks/degrades the individual'’ beliefs or values.

Fails to recognize and correct violations of aseptic technique.

Violates the “5 Rights” in administering medications; fails to accurately prepare and monitor IV infusions.

Fails to observe safety precautions during 02 therapy; burns patient with hot packs, heating lamp, etc.

	
	

	Nursing Process (NP)

A. Inadequately and/or inaccurately assesses the patient.

B. Inadequately or inaccurately plans the care for the patient.

C. Inadequately or inaccurately implements patient care.

D. Inadequately or inaccurately evaluates patient care. 
	Unable to identify basic human needs through assessment; makes repeated faulty judgement/decisions resulting in ineffective nursing care; fails to observe/report/chart critical patient data.



	Skills (SK)

A. Violates previously mastered principles/learning objectives in carrying out nursing care skills and/or delegated medical functions.
	Examples

Second semester students unable to give IM injections; first semester students fail to obtain accurate vital signs.

	
	

	Decision Making (DM)

A. Assumes inappropriate independence in action or decisions.

B. Fails to recognize own limitations, incompetence and/or legal responsibilities


	Performs competencies not yet tested; fails to appropriately seek assistance.

Refuses to admit error; cannot identify own legal responsibility in specific nursing situations; fails to complete assigned nursing responsibilities

	
	

	Professional Accountability (PA)

A. Fails to accept moral and legal responsibility for his/own actions thereby violating professional integrity as expressed in the Code for Nurses.
	Fails to conduct self in professional manner; shares confidential information inappropriately, falsifies or fails to report information, steals or functions under the influence of substances affecting performance; comes unprepared to clinical; does not follow school/hospitals policies and procedures
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