
Luke grew up in a musically inclined family; his mother was both a 

singer and a trumpet player.   She would take him and his siblings to 

the townõs nursing home to sing for the appreciative elderly.  He even 

went on to lead worship singing in his church.  But as we all know, we 

begin to take different paths as we grow older, and Luke did just that.  

He began to stray away from music until several years later his wife 

pressed him to at least use his vocal talent to sing his kids to sleep.  

He thought this was humorous, but the notion that he should use his 

voice again, lead him to call upon Dr. McGilvray, (Director of Choral 

Performance at Trinity Valley Community College), to set up a meet-

ing to discuss his future.  Doc (as Dr. McGilvray is fondly referred to) asked to meet with 

Luke and arranged for Luke to sit in with the Chamber singers to see what the class was 

like and to give Dr. McGilvray the chance to hear him. Upon hearing his voice, Dr. McGil-

ray asked Luke to join his choir and gave him a scholarship for school as well.  Luke is 

going to school to get a degree in Psychology and would like to use music as a therapy tool.   

Luke thanks òDocó for giving him the chance to use and improve his talent, saying, òYou 

saw past the tattoos and have heard a voice and soul that were longing to be set free.  

Thanks Doc for the chance of a life time, I will not stop working.ó Those of us in the choir 

appreciate having Luke with us.  He is truly dedicated and openly demonstrates his love 

and appreciation of music.  Luke Ayars is a well -deserving recipient of this award.  

MUSIC TRIVIA  

 

What is the meaning of 

M.M. found at the begin-

ning of a composition?  

 

(Find the Answer in next 

monthõs newsletter!) 

From Your President ñShelley Cruz  
First of all, I would like to say how honored I am to be your 

President.  We have so many wonderful events scheduled for 

this year and I am looking forward to working on these 

events with such a wonderful group of people.  Your enthusi-

asm and dedication are apparent in everything you do and I 

thank you for that.  This newsletter will include information 

and opinions on concerts, recitals and other music oriented 

activities. It will include an MSA student of the month voted 

by active MSA members. We will also be writing about different music stu-

dents and alumni that have made great contributions to the TVCC Music De-

partment.  The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you informed of events 

and activities  in the music department and to honor those involved.  If you 

have any suggestions about the newsletter, please donõt hesitate to talk with 

me or any MSA Officer.  Thanks to all that have contributed to this monthõs 

newsletter; what a great start.  I canõt wait for the next one. 
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Christian Reed  directs the Junior High 

and Intermediate School Choral Program 

(240 singers) in Mabank Texas. Reed also 

directs the Drama Program and leads the 

Mabank Honor Choir (100 elementary 

singers).   He has taught all grades from 

kindergarten to the university level and 

maintains a private music studio.  Under 

Mr. Reed's direction, singers have earned 

many superior ratings at UIL competi-

tions (in the last two school years all 

choirs under Reedõs direction have re-

ceived sweepstakes ratings), have been 

selected for district and state honor choirs, and have been cho-

sen to perform in several prestigious venues around the country.   

As our guest he and his students demonstrated to the crowd how 

they prepare for sight reading at UIL competitions by using 

solfege. During their fantastic display of talent the girls per-

formed a beautiful piece and even invited many listeners to join 

in dancing with them. They were delightful and inspiring guests 

to have!  

Mrs. Wayne received a minor in Music from Western 

Michigan University before moving to Alaska in 1985.  In 

Juneau, Alaska she both performs in concerts and operas 

and teaches in her private voice studio.  She has sung 

many main -character roles while performing for the Jun-

eau Lyric Opera. She has also performed many times with 

Dr. McGillivray conducting.  Mrs. Wayne has been long-

time friends with òDocó and considers him her mentor.  

Therefore, she was very excited to join him on his home 

ground for her recital that was successfully performed 

and well -received by Athens community members on Oc-

tober 4 th , 2009. Her pianist was another long -time friend 

Ms. Janis Capelle.  The two of them performed beautifully 

and many attendees were talking about it for several days 

after.  When asked about her experience at the recital, 

MSA President Shelley Cruz responded, òShe was amaz-

ingé the control that she had was amazingó. 

Mrs. Wayne is most welcome to join us again anytime. 

TVCC has seen many music students pass through its halls.  Some of these students have gone 

on to obtain jobs and careers in the fields of music performance and music teaching. A few of 

these students come back to Athens, Texas and perform alongside TVCCõs current music stu-

dents; such is the case with Crystal (Martin) Heidle.  Crystal (Martin) Heidle was a TVCC stu-

dent in the late 90's as a flute major.  She was also a drum major for two of the three years she 

was here. Crystal was a member of the Marching, Symphonic, Jazz, Woodwind, and Community 

Bands. She also received the Presidents Award and can be seen in the pictures of the 1999 New 

York parade that are displayed in TVCC Band Hall.  She is the band director at Fruitvale High 

School, from which she took the time to come to Athens for TVCCõs homecoming.  Crystal played 

her flute in the stands and even conducted the school song.    

Do you see the resemblance in the faces in these pictures? TVCCõs current Drum Major,          

Donielle (Martin) Maxfield, is Crystalõs sister.  I guess talent runs in the family.  Their parents must be proud.  

Honored Guests ñ September 25  
Mabank Middle School Girls Choir  

with Christian Reed Directing  

Where are they now? (former TVCC students)  

Have you attended the music departmentõs student recitals? If not, you have 

been missing out on some outstanding talents.  The performers are primar-

ily composed of students pursuing a degree in music. Once a week a selec-

tion of students perform a well -practiced piece of music either vocally or in-

strumentally and of varying musical genres. The performers have to put a 

lot of time and effort into preparing for their Recital day; and the result of 

that is always great.  There are only two recitals left in this school semester, 

so donõt miss them.  They are scheduled 

for the next two Fridays at 12:45 pm.  

Make sure to submit a ticket of the stu-

dent you are there to support so that they can get their credit points.  See 

you at the next Student Recital!  

Student Recitals ñ October 2, 16, 23 and 29th ñ November 6, 13 and 20th  

òEveryone does a great job and I 

have been impressed many times!ó   

- Shelley Caffey  

Honored Guest ñ October 2  

Kathleen Wayne  

 Juneau, Alaska  



The Cardinal Singers, Chamber Singers and Encore, along with the TVCC Brass 

Ensemble, performed a successful concert this October 18, 2009 at the DogWood 

Baptist Church.  An estimated 100 people, composed primarily of family and 

friends of the choir members, attended the concert.  Chamber started the perform-

ance with an a cappella piece entitled ôLux Aeternaõ and then followed with two 

more pieces, one of which was accompanied by a brass ensemble composed of TVCC 

band members and faculty. Next a quartet of gentlemen (Erik Holmberg, Chris 

Walls, Chris Hobgood, and Kyle Williams) entertained the crowd with a rendition of 

ôYou Raise Me Upõ.  Shortly after the quartet the Cardinal Singers joined the stage 

and performed a piece in Hebrew and a piece in Latin.  Following that, the select 

group of singers, Encore, performed a short selection of songs, which concluded the 

Fall Concert for TVCC Choirs.  When asked about how she felt the concert was exe-

cuted, Cardinal Singer officer Rebecca Tello stated, òThe concert went excellent!ó  

Through long hours of preparation, including an extended choir workshop that went 

through the weekend, the members of all three performing groups showed off their talents admirably.  Everyone has a lot 

to be proud of.  We were all very happy to share the product of our hard work with our families, friends, and supporters.ó   

Month of October  
 

Phi Theta Kappa  
 

TVCC Student  

 Senate 
 

Theatre  

Department  

Tree Lighting  Ceremony  

 December 1, 2009 

 5:30 ñ 6:00 

TVCC Courtyard  

Take pictures with Santa fol-

lowing the lighting of the tree.  

Fall Concert òBernstein, Rutter and Othersó  October 18, 2009 

Each week we will recognize  

different organizations  

There were several different events scheduled for October 31, 

2009. At 10:00 that morning there was a reception for TVCC 

Alumni in the Administration Building. There was memora-

bilia  on display.  At the Homecoming game the band was 

honored for their exemplary service .   Alumni were able to sit 

in and play with the band in the stands and on the field.   

Homecoming Weekend ñ Band was Honored  October 31, 2009  

Upcoming Events  

Student Recital  

 November 13, 2009 and  

 November 20, 2009  

 12:45ñ1:30p.m. 

 TVCC Fine Arts Building  

 Donõt miss out-Last two          

for the semester  

 

The TVCC Bandõs annually hosted 

Haunted House went off with a big 

scare.  From scary scenes  to òbumps in 

the nightó the Haunted House was 

packed with frightful sights.  Being 

guided through, one could no longer rec-

ognize the place as our familiar music 

building.  The transformation included 

low passages, secret passages and even 

a tunnel.   And of course the exit was 

blocked by a man with a chainsaw! 

What place to be on Halloween!  

�´�7�K�H���V�L�Q�J�H�U�V���G�L�G���D�Q���D�G�P�L�U�D�E�O�H���M�R�E���R�I���S�H�U��
�I�R�U�P�L�Q�J���D���Y�H�U�\���G�L�I�I�L�F�X�O�W���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���µ -Dr. 

McGilvray 

     Christmas Choir Concert  

 December 6, 2009 

 3:00 to 4:45 

 Dogwood Baptist Church  


