2011 Mini-Mester Government 2302 Travel Study
May 14-27
Class Size Limited to 20
NOTE:  2009 fees and are subject to change EXCEPT hotel which is a 2011 price.

Costs—Lab  Fee of approximately $100 due first day of class 5-14-11

Hotel--$110 due Monday, 5-16-11  (This is a 2011 price)
Tuition—regular TVCC tuition

Eating out $--approximately $28 a day for 3 days

Austin Mini-Mester
This will be an intensive 10 day mini-mester course for Govt. 2302, U. S. and Texas Government.  It is NOT for the faint or weak of heart, those unable to meet deadlines or those who get everywhere late.  There will be 45 contact hours for the entire course, and 3 days will be in Austin, Texas visiting the capitol, legislators, and various government offices and officials, plus a few museum visits and the LBJ Library archives.
This is not a tour agency—there will be no time in Austin for you to have lunch with Aunt Susie, meet your significant other for a night on the town, or a quick visit with friends.  Almost every minute in Austin is planned for you to get the most out of this travel study.  

Because of the contact hour requirement, absences are limited to only 1, but the first and second days of class and the Austin trip are mandatory.  If you can not come these first 2 days, please do not sign up for the class because I cannot make accommodations for you.

The cost (2009) for this class will be the regular tuition and fees, plus a travel lab fee of $100.   Other things the student will be responsible include your hotel for 2 nights in Austin.  The rooms are $110 a night for a room with 2 queen beds.  A cooked breakfast is included.  Room occupancy is limited to 2 per room.   You will need eating money—figure $10 for lunch and $18 for dinner to be on the safe side, and don’t forget the snacks!  You will also need a camera, film, and the developing costs.   I recommend a throw-away camera, but you may take whatever, but remember that TVCC is not responsible for your personal items.  The 2nd week of class will consist of several local field trips, speakers, and internet and co-operative work.  I suggest you car pool for the field trips.  The good news is there will be no books to buy.
There will be no tests, but there will be networking group work including presentations, internet worksheets, and a journal of your trip.
There are few rules:

1. Everyone MUST ride the TVCC van to Austin—no personal cars. 

2. If you smoke, you must get your own room or get a smoking roomie.  NOTE:  There will not be time to grab a smoke between appointments in Austin.  If you are a chain smoker, I recommend you not go as time and security will not permit me to accommodate you.  We MUST stay together in Austin as many times our appointments are too fluid to have you leave the group.

3. There is a dress code for the trip:  Exact details to follow, but ladies are to be in business professional (church) with no flip-flops, clogs or backless shoes.  Dresses must be of modest length, no bare shoulders or strapless.  NO bare-midriffs or hip-huggers that show any skin at the waist will be allowed at any time when we are out in the public including travel to and from.  Gentlemen are not required to wear a coat and tie, but tucked-in polo or sport shirts, khakis or Dockers, socks, and no tennis shoes, sandals or flip-flops while we are visiting in Austin.  Tennis shoes are ok for travel for all.
4. If we go out, you may go casual but please note no bare midriffs.  Shorts of modest length are ok.
5. The official policy of TVCC is no alcohol.  You will be required to sign a “no alcohol, and no opposite sexes sharing a room” contract.  Violation of the contract will require immediate departure at your own expense and an F for the class.
6. Cell phones and text messaging devices are fine, but they MUST be turned completely off when in the museums, during our appointments, or while in the capitol and for local field trips.  
You may think these rules are a bit strict, but we represent Trinity Valley Community College.  I want you to be the best, look the best, and act the best.  We will be meeting important people who may ultimately have some say in funding for higher education.  I want them to know that their money is being well spent.

If you have any questions, you may contact me.

Lou Ann Everett

Work—972-563-4916
Home—903-567-1016

Or everett@tvcc.edu
